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Tube Celebrates 25 Years of 
Underwater Service 


Lauded as Engineering Marvel, "Lifeline” after ’89 Earthquake 
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The Transbay Tube 25th birthday cake, specially designed, giant-sized creation depicting the bridge over the Bay and The Tube beneath it. 


he Transbay Tube has carried more than 700 Advanced Automatic Train Control system allows 
million passengers on BART in 25 years of trains to run at shorter intervals. They now go through 
underwater service between Oakland and San at 2.5-minute intervals at speeds of up to 80 miles per 
Francisco. To celebrate its Silver Anniversary, hour. 
BART held a public ceremony on September 16 at The festivities at Oakland City Center included live 
Oakland City Center Plaza to fete this engineering 70’s music, a commemorative cake, and a special 


marvel and toast the beginning of its service 
into the new Millennium. 

The Tube hosted its first revenue pas- 
senger service on the morning of 
September 16, 1974 as Train No. 101 from 
Fremont to San Francisco. At the time, it 
was the longest underwater vehicular 


museum quality exhibit on a five-car train on 
display at the 12th Street station. The exhib- 
it featured photos depicting the history of 
The Tube, from its construction era 
through the inaugural run of the first 
revenue train on September 16, 1974. 
On hand for the celebration was a 


tube in the world, earning BART the young lady whose birth the morning of 
Engineering Accomplishment of the Year September 16 waylaid her parents' plans to 
Award in 1969, the year the last section was laid in ride the inaugural train. Howard Abelson was on 

| place. the Richmond City Council and an invited guest to ride 

| The Tube carries an average of 150,000 passengers the first train. Abelson and his wife, Janet, never got 
each day, which translates into keeping up to 125,000 there because she went into labor and was rushed to 

| cars off of the Bay Bridge, and has carried 700 million the hospital to give birth to Rachel Abelson. As part of 
passengers in its lifetime. The six-minute trip between the ceremony, Rachel cut her and The Tube's 25th birth- 
the Embarcadero and West Oakland stations through day cake, an amazing confectionery creation depicting 


the 3.6-mile-long Tube will soon narrow when a new 


see Transbay Tube on page 4 


Trick or Treat for Bowling 


rick or treat comes on a Sunday this year. Before you 
prepare for the little ghouls and goblins on October 31, 


celebrate the All Hallows Eve the day before on 

October 30 by bowling at the Albany Bowl. All your best bud- 
dies from BART will be toning up their fingers and sharing 
good times as fall kicks into full gear. The tournament begins 
at 3 p.m. at Albany Bow] located at 540 San Pablo Avenue in 
Albany. 

BART bowlers wound down the summer on September 
25 at Manor Bowl. Kudo's to High Game winners Joe Olison 
(274) and Glenda Olison (258), and to High Series winners 
Dick Jann (696) and Suzanne Hicks (568). A High Five to the 
Top Five of Glenda Olison (752), Dick Jann (696), Johnnie 
Hicks (668), Al Browder (652) and Andy Williams (644). 
Joining in for the fun was Harry Straub. 

Bowlers got out of the heat on August 21 at Holiday Bow] 
in Hayward. Harry Straub (273) and Suzanne Hicks (264) 
bowled for the High Game, while High Series went to Andy 
Williams (671) and Glenda Olison (553). Joining Harry (703) 
and Andy in the Top Five were Johnnie Hicks (639), Joe 
Olison (619) and Suzanne (598). Dick Jann and David 
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Freeman were also along for the fun. = > 

Mel's Bowl in Alameda served as the i ey 
tournament site on July 24. This proved 
to be one of the largest tournaments this 
year, drawing 15 bowlers! Johnnie Hicks 
(280) and Suzanne Hicks (300) earned High Game, 
while High Series went to Joe Olison (666) and Linda Bodley 
(672). “Don't look now, but the ladies outscored the men” 
Joining Johnnie (712), Suzanne (696), Linda and Joe in the Top 
Five was Arthur Lewis (657). Summertime bowlers at the 
shindig included Glenda Lewis, Andy Williams, David 
Freeman, Pam Dawson, Barbara Woods, Glenda Jennings, 
Dick Jann, James Bodley, James Bonds and Harry Straub. 

"Bowling is a great leisure and sporting activity," said 
Andy Williams. "Come join us for the fun." Newcomers to the 
singles tournaments are always welcome. Tournament format 
uses a handicap system, and the tournaments are very afford- 
able. Just pay the bowling alley for the game and shoes. The 
BART Bowling League is open to BART employees, their 
friends and family over age 18. For more information, call 
Andy at ext. 5153 or Glenda at ext. 2718-2. b 
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BART Rows to No. 1 in Dragon Boat Races 


Oakland's annual Dragon Boat Races held at the 

Oakland Estuary in August. Friends and family also 
joined in the fun in a series of four races over two days. The 
BART rowing team came in first place in two races, but didn't 
receive an award because race rules required a certain mix of 
men and women. "We had a hard rowing, dedicated team," 
said Jack Westlie, who organized the rowing effort along with 
Richard Altamirano. "We beat the Bank of America team on 
Saturday, but we didn't have the right mix of rowers so we 
didn't get any prize. 

"The races were a lot of fun for everyone who came out to 
participate," said Jack. "And I can tell you that those three- 
minute races are the longest three minutes of your life." The 
team includes a drummer at the front of the boat who keeps 
everyone rowing in the same rhythm, while a tiller in the rear 
steers. "Everyone has to row in exactly the same rhythm and 


af) 


Fe the second time, BART employees participated in 
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it's extremely hard work. But the teamwork aspect keeps 
everyone focused on working together to finish the race,” 
said Jack. 

The BART rowing team participated in the Dragon Boat 
Races for the first time in 1998. "All we had to do last year was 
show up," said Jack. "This year, we had to attend three, one- 
hour practice sessions and safety training. We were really 
ready to compete!" 

Each boat holds 22 people and BART had 16 to 18 rowers 
each day. "Members from other teams who had just rowed 
volunteered to row with us, just because they wanted to go 
back out again," said Jack. "On Sunday, we had a senior cou- 
ple ride along with us. It was great" 

The BART rowing team ended the two-day competition 
with a sumptuous barbecue by Ron Morales. "A good time 
was had by all, especially since we brought along family and 
friends. I can't wait to do it again next year." 

Serving on the rowing team were crew members Jack 
Westlie, Richard Altamirano, Ron Morales, Mike Healy, Joyce 
Oliver, Phil Merilos, Justice, lvanich, Ken Cook, Ken Perez, 
Jimmy Lau, Cindy Lau, Oliver Hill, Scott Smith, Lillian Perez, 
Cindy Westlie, Marcus Mah and John Arantes. James Hicks 
and Charles Casey took photos, while Ellen Smedly served as 
equipment manager. Good job, dragon crew! b 


A special thanks to all the participants (back row, left to right) Jimmy Lau, 


Mike Healy, Jack Westlie, Ken Perez, Ken Cook, Scott Smith and Jason; 
(center row, left to right) Cynthia Lau, Carol Ward Allen, Ron Morales, 
Phil Merilos and Lillian Perez; (front row, left to right) Richard 


Altamirano, Joyce Oliver, Cindy Westlie, Oliver Hill, Ellen Smedley, James 


Hicks, Charles Casey, Marcus Mah and John Arantes. Not pictured: Ellen 
Smedley, James Hicks, Charles Casey, Marcus Mah and John Arantes. 


‘BART Police Medal at World Police and Fire Games 


ix officers from the BART Police 
C pereen won medals at the Eighth 
World Police & Fire Summer Games 
held in Stockholm, Sweden in July. The inter- 
national competition sponsored by the 
World Police & Fire Games Federation 
brings together public safety agencies 
from around the globe to participate in 
athletic games and share camaraderie 
across international lines. 

Retired BART Police Lt. Carl 
Johnson won Gold Medals for bench- 
pressing and the triple jump. Sgt. Donald E. 
Miller and BART Police Officers Seleta Ellis, 
Edward Parker and Keith Smith won the Fourth 
Place Medal in the unisex Three-on-Three Basketball event. 

BART Police Officer Matthew Pruitt won Gold Medals in 
three running events, the 200-meter, the 400-meter and the 
combined relay. Matthew has been a runner and sprinter 
since high school and has competed in four international 
events, and in events sponsored by the California Police 
Athletic Foundation. "It's a good way to stay in shape," says 
Matthew, who has been with the BART Police Department 
since 1990 after serving 20 years with the Oakland Police 
Department. "The international competition is a great way to 
meet officers from around the world, and it's a great vacation. 
I've developed some wonderful friendships over the years." 
While he ran solo on the meter runs, Matthew teamed up 
with officers from the Stockton, California; New York City 
and Memphis, Tennessee police departments for the relay 
race. 

Matthew, 54, trains at 24~-Hour Fitness in San Pablo and 
runs the track at Contra Costa College. His workout includes 
weight training, distance running and interval sprinting, and 
he trains with two other BART employees, Mel Brooks and 


Reggie.Lewis Promoted 


eggie Lewis has been promoted to Senior Safety 
Specialist after serving for two years as a safety 
pecialist in BART's Safety Department. He is 


assigned to the Employee/Patron Safety Division. Reggie 
was most recently responsible for organizing BART's 16th 


annual tour for visually impaired patrons held in April at 
the Colma station. Some 60 people, including children, 
teens and adults, participated in the tour that helps blind 
and visually impaired patrons become familiar with train 
operations and BART station features. 

In his new job, Reggie is responsible for directing 
policy and interpreting Cal OSHA rules and regulations; 
writing policy on lead abatement, asbestos abatement 


Sylvester Jones. With Sylvester and BART Police 
Sgt. Barry Williams and Officer Sonny Marks, 
the foursome won two state championships in 
relay races in 1997 and 1998 at the California 
competition. He also runs with the West Valley 
Track Club and has "a box of medals" from com- 
petitions won with that group. 

BART Police officers train on their own time for the inter- 
national competition, noted BART Police Commander Gary 
Gee, and travel to compete on their own time. "These six of 
BART's finest are to be congratulated for putting BART on 

the world map," said Gary. 

The Stockholm games drew some 12,000 police officers, 
fire fighters, customs and prison officials from 70 nations to 
compete in 68 different sporting events. The games are held 

every two years and the Host City is responsible for organiz- 
ing the games and all supporting events. Besides the sporting 
competition, the Stockholm event included a trade show, a 
chief's conference focusing on international cooperation, chil- 
dren's activities and several celebrations, along with symposia 
on issues related to fire and rescue, police, prison and cus- 
toms services. 

Originally staged in 1985 by the California Police Athletic 
Federation in San Jose, California, the games have traveled 
throughout the United States and to Australia and Canada. 
The Swedish event was the first time the games traveled to 
Europe and was called by organizers the biggest sporting 
event to ever take place in Stockholm. The 2001 games will be 
held in Indianapolis, Indiana while the 2003 games are slated 
for Barcelona, Spain. Quebec, Canada will host the 2005 
games. 

"You better believe that BART will be in Indianapolis 
with a contingent of competitors,” said Matthew. "It's fun and 
a great way to show off BART and our police department." 


b 


and industrial hygiene; heading up BART's Ergonomic 
Program, and acquiring new safety equipment. "It takes 
me to all areas of BART," said Reggie. "I see the entire 
system, which makes my job very interesting.” Reggie has 
been in industrial safety for more than 18 
years, including a decade at the for- 

mer Mare Island Naval Ship Yard asa p/ / 


| \ 
safety specialist and eight years 3 
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in a similar capacity at the 
Concord Naval Weapons Station. 

Reggie replaced Ed Snell, who 
retired. Congratulations, Reggie! 
b 
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continued from front page 


the San Francisco Bay Bridge and a BART car entering The 
Tube under the Bay. 

Joining BART General Manager Tom Margro at the cere- 
monies were members of BART's Board of Directors, BART 
employees, local elected officials, the general public and rep- 
resentatives of the company that designed and built The 
Tube, Parsons-Brinkerhoff-Tudor-Bechtel. 


BART's Facilities Maintenance Crew (left to right) Brian Tekawa, James 
Long, Gary Martineau and Charlie Alexander. 


The Tube is widely considered the backbone of regional 
transportation in the Bay Area, and in the aftermath of the 
Loma Prieta Earthquake on October 17, 1989 it was the life- 
line of the Bay Area. Two trains were traveling in The Tube 
when the quake hit at 5:04 p.m. that day, and the 1,200 people 
on those trains didn't even know it had happened. The Tube 
is connected to the rigid underground at San Francisco and 


BART System Safety employeess’ Reggie Lewis (left) and Norma del 
Mercado; and Anna O'Keefe, Daly City Shops & Inspection. 


Tom Margro presented plaques honoring BART employ- 
ees who were working at BART when the last section of The 
Tube was laid on April 6, 1969 to Phillip Ormsbee, Carol 
Asker, Kay Springer, Marilyn McAllister, Karen Morris and 
Anna O'Keefe. Phil, Carol and Kay all worked in the District's 
public relations office at the time, and Phil and Carol still 
work together in the District Secretary's office. Kay is in 
Marketing. Marilyn was a staff assistant and is now in Capital 
Development. Karen was a senior computer operator and is 
now in the Real Estate Department. Anna was a clerk and is 
now in Shops & Inspections at BART's Daly City facility. 


"These six people helped share and realize the vision that ‘ : 
became BART," said Tom. On hand for the celebration was Rachel Abelson (right) and her father, 


former BART Director Howard Abelson, whose birth the morning of 
September 16 waylaid her parents’ plans to ride the inaugural train. As 
part of the ceremony, Rachel cut her and the Tube’s 25th birthday cake. 


Oakland with specially designed "flexible seismic joints,” 
which serve as hollowed out ball-and-socket joints that allow 
The Tube to move in all directions during an earthquake, 
including six to eight inches in and out. When a section of the 
Bay Bridge collapsed from the earthquake, thousands of com- 
muters turned to BART to get into San Francisco until the 
bridge could be repaired. 

The Tube is also very popular in film-making circles, hav- 
ing made its Hollywood debut when it was still under con- 


Pictured left to right: BART Police Officer Michael Pon, Train Operator 
Larry Wiman and System Foreworker Tara Hankins. 


continued next page 
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Rolly Naish, Rene Maher Remembered 


The BART family has lost two very cherished members in Rolly Naish and Rene Maher. 


ROLLY NAISH died on September 23 from cancer. 
He was 54 and had worked for BART in the 
Legal Division for 22 years. He is fondly 
remembered by many at BART, especially in 
recent years for helping to organize the BART 
Golf Tournament. 

"He was like a big brother to me," said 
Patricia Carter, who worked with Rolly in ERN 
Legal. "We were so close; we would cry and -N 


laugh together and he was always there for me. 
He was a good person and a good friend. We 
shared many family things. Rolly was a good i 
family man, and talked a lot about his wife and } 
children. He is just somebody I can't say enough 
about. Rolly had a lot of character, he was fun, and he's irre- 
placeable." 

"He was a great guy,” said General Counsel Sherwood 
Wakeman. "He was an exceptional lawyer, and had the confi- 
dence of the Board and other BART staff." He enjoyed many 
outdoor activities, including biking, skiing and water-skiing. 
Rolly was featured in a photo on the "Bikes on BART" 
brochure. 

Rolly was also an avid cook and shared his expertise with 
his friends at BART, organizing large get-togethers. But his 
passion was golf, said Sherwood. "He won several amateur 
tournaments and was instrumental in organizing BART's golf 
tournament.” 

"I never met anyone who didn't like Rolly," Sherwood 
said. "He will be greatly missed." 


RENE MAHER died September 12 of a heart attack. He was 
46. Rene was a computer support coordinator serving the SFO 
Extension facility in Millbrae. He had worked for BART since 
1971, beginning in the Mail Room and working his way up 
through many positions. From being a software trainer in 


Information Technology, Rene moved on to his final position 
trouble-shooting for about 150 computer users. 

"His death was sudden and unexpected,” said Chuck 
Vejdovsky. "He'll be missed by everyone. Many people are 
still saying, I can't believe it' They're in shock. 

"Rene was a fun guy and everybody liked him," said 
Chuck. "He was very helpful, and stuck with the job until it 
got finished." Rene was very active in his church and had 
hooked up the computers at St. Andrew's Church in Daly 
City. A rosary was held September 15 at Crosby and Gray in 
Burlingame, and a funeral mass service was held September 
17 at St. Andrew's Church. About 300 people attended the 
funeral service, said Chuck. "We were all saddened by Rene's 
passing, but felt joy knowing that he's gone on to a better 
place," said Chuck. His wife, Cindy, and three children sur- 
vive Rene. 

John Scarcello also worked with Rene. "Rene will be 
remembered by his willingness to help and persevere through 
all obstacles" to help fellow BART employees solve their com- 
puter problems. "He also brought a unique perspective to 
meetings and was able to cut through the rhetoric and solve 
issues,” John said. 

"As a friend and co-worker, Rene would joke with the 
best of them," he noted. "He was good at trading anecdotes 
and would keep everyone laughing. Rene also enjoyed inter- 
acting with people at social gatherings, like lunch time visits 
to local restaurants. 

"Rene was always honest and straightforward," John con- 
tinued, "a trait that people sensed and felt they were interact- 
ing with a person who was sincere. Rene will be sorely 
missed as one of the few persons on the SFO project who 
would dress up on Halloween and provide everyone with a 
hoot and a holler. Friends and co-workers on the SFO 
Extension Project will miss Rene." b 


Entertainment was provided by BART employee 
Vince Nabong and “Impact.” 


Transbay Tube continued 


struction in 1971 in George Lucas’ "THX 1138." The Tube has 
also been seen in "Predator 2" with Danny Glover, "Eve of 
Destruction" with Gregory Hines and "Eye for an Eye" with 
Chuck Norris. The Tube was the star and centerpiece in the 
"Nash Bridges" television episode, "Night Train." 


Editors Note: As editor of BARTalk and a team member of the 
Media & Public Affairs Department, I would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank the many BART employees who helped make the 25th 
Anniversary of the Transbay Tube a huge success. The event could 
not have taken place without your hard work and dedication. b 
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“Job Well Done” on Software Upgrade Project 


ly. Employees from Informix and Compaq also received cer- 
tificates from BART. b 


hree BART employees who excelled in a recent soft- 

ware upgrade project have received Certificates of 

Appreciation from BART's Systems Engineering 
Department. Jenny Ma, Irena Davidson and Terri Mok were 
saluted for their efforts to bring the software in the older 
Tandem $1300 computers up to speed with that used in the 
newer Tandem S1400 computers. 

"This was a long and difficult project," said Christopher 
Flynn, project manager for this nine-month collaborative ven- 
ture between BART, Informix Software and Compaq 
Computer Corporation. The project involved upgrading the 
Informix software on the Tandem $1300 computers to the cur- 
rent version used in the Tandem $1400 computer to achieve 
compatibility with the new computers. The upgrade also pro- 
vided the Tandem $1300 computers with the same database 
capabilities as other computers used for Systems Engineering. 
"Technically, it was very challenging for everyone involved in 
the project, including BART and our vendors. It required a 
team effort and I'm proud to salute our employees, who rose ` 
to the challenge and successfully completed the software 
upgrade." 

Principal engineer Jenny C. Ma was recognized as the 
district's Team Leader, while senior engineer Irena Davidson 
and engineer Terri Mok were recognized for their roles as sig- 
nificant contributor and contributor to the project, respective- 


A joint effort between Informix Software, Inc., Compaq Computer 
Corporation and BART award Certificates of Appreciation to (left to 
right) Manohar Eerabathini (representing Compag/Tandem), Terri Mok 
(BART), Robert Hansen (Compaq/Tandem), Helen Wong, accepting for 
Madhavi Eerabathini (Informix), Michael Pintus, accepting for Michael 
Leighton (Informix), Jenny C. Ma (BART) and Irena Davidson (BART). 


Career Planning, Facilitating Workshops Offered 


he Training and Development Department is offering 
workshops to help BART employees develop career 
goals and facilitation skills. 

The Career Planning Workshop Series focuses on devel- 
oping career goals and, once completed, allows entrance to 
the Job Shadow program. Job Shadowing allows front-line 
employees, including foreworkers and supervisors, to spend 
one work-week in a job that matches their goals. Employees 
not interested in Job Shadowing may also enroll in these 
workshops. 

Requirements for the Job Shadow program include full- 
time employment for two years, an Employee Development 
Plan and identifying a "shadow job" that matches career 
goals. The employee must also demonstrate competence and 
leadership in their current job, and complete all three work- 
shops before being assigned to the shadow experience. 
Employees attend the workshops on their own time. 

The "Career Planning" workshop 
focuses on developing goals through 
self-assessment and facilitator 
discussions. It includes action 
plans and a self-assessment 

exercise. The "Effective 

Interviewing" workshop focus- 
es on conduct during an interview. 
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The emphasis is on answering questions to enhance current 
and previous accomplishments. Finally, the "Effective 
Writing” workshop covers communicating more effectively 
through writing, including business correspondence and 
resumes. 

The three workshops are two days each, and both ses- 
sions must be attended. They are scheduled as follows: 


e Career Planning December 3 and December 13 


e Effective Interviewing October 20 and October 22 


e Business Writing November 8 and November 19 

To enroll in any of these career planning workshops, call 
Jolie Vega at 510-464-6295. 

The Facilitation Workshop focuses on developing and 
mastering facilitation skills. This intensive session allows 
employees to develop critical leadership skills to manage 
change, build teams and guide project improvement initia- 
tives. Attendees will broaden their repertoire of problem-solv- 
ing techniques to deal with challenging group situations. The 
Facilitation Workshop will be held on November 30 and 
December 1. To enroll, contact Jolie Vega at 510-464-6295. b 


Recycle at BART 


H many years, BART employees have recycled paper, 


but-a new program will kick into high gear in an effort 
to recycle more re-useable items and help out Alameda 
County's waste reduction program. 

BART has joined the "Stop Waste Partnership" to tune-up 
its own recycling program. Stop Waste is a program of the 
Alameda County Waste Management Authority and the 
Source Reduction and Recycling Board, which together over- 
see the county's efforts to comply with a state law requiring 
counties to recycle 50 percent of all waste by the year 2000. 

Terry Edelman, department manager of BART's Training 
and Development Department, is managing BART's participa- 
tion in the Stop Waste Partnership. "The joint effort between 
BART and Stop Waste will focus on increasing paper recy- 
cling and improving waste management practices at BART's 
administrative facilities," said Terry, who once managed the 
recycling program for the City of Ventura. "This is our chance 
to increase recycling, reduce BART's waste costs and provide 
new opportunities for contributing to a healthy environment." 

Under the new effort, BART will recycle all paper, includ- 
ing white paper, computer paper and cardboard, in a system 
that will require employees to collect paper at their desks and 
deliver it to a central collection point. "We will do this at 


office locations, on a floor by floor 
basis," Terry explained. Employees 
will be receiving specially colored 
containers to collect paper at their 
desks, and will be advised of the 
central collection point on their 
floor. A 30-day pilot collection program is now underway at 
the Lake Merritt Administration and Madison Square build- 
ings. "We'll analyze the initial results and plan a full launch in 
the next 60 to 90 days," said Terry. 

By increasing recycling, the cost of waste should be 
reduced, said Terry. "We should be able to sell the recyclable 
paper and reduce the cost of waste collection," said Terry. "To 
make this work, everyone will need to put in a personal 
effort, and pay closer attention to what they throw away. 
Please be careful to not put food and other wet materials into 
your recycling container, and or throw paper in your regular 
waste container." 

Thanks to Terry for spearheading this renewed effort to 
improve recycling at BART. Joining Terry on the recycling 
committee are Phillis Pinkston, Ken Prince and Melva Hunter. 
Watch for more information on BART's Recycling Program in 
BARTalk and at your workplace. b 


A Salute to a Station Agent By Phillip O. Ormsbee 


The following article was submitted by BART's District Secretary Phil Ormsbee as his personal observation about a recent incident 
involving BART Station Agent Kevin Alexander. “BARTalk” is printing the article exactly as it was submitted by Phil without any edits. 


Speedy and unselfish action by a BART Station Agent probably 


saved a heroin addict's life. 


evin Alexander was staffing the 24th Street 

Mission BART Station at about 5 p.m. on 

Thursday, August 26, 1999, when a patron alerted 
him to a person who apparently had fainted on a stair- 
case. Alexander went to the downed man and deter- 
mined that he had stopped breathing. Alexander asked 
the patron to watch over him while he notified BART 
Police. He then performed rescue breathing, or CPR, and 
managed to revive the man. Alexander's partner, Rhoda 
Brice-Harris, controlled the patrons while Alexander 
returned to the downed man, only to discover that he 
had again stopped breathing. And again Alexander 
revived him and asked Rhoda to call BPS a second time. 
Shortly thereafter, the San Francisco Fire Department 
responded and removed the man from the station. 

Later it was discovered that the man was not 
unknown to personnel at San Francisco General Hospital, 
and that he was addicted to heroin, but snorted the drug 
rather than injecting it. He also had been tested twice for 


AIDS in recent weeks and he was found free of the dis- 
ease. Alexander asked to be taken to a doctor to have his 
blood tested, which was done and proved negative. He 
will repeat that procedure in about six weeks. 

In the meantime, Alexander will undergo counseling 
to combat what he feels was the well-meaning but nega- 
tive reactions of some of his fellow workers. What he felt 
was caring for a fellow human being was regarded as a 
stupid gesture by others. As he put it, "Wait a minute. 
Didn't I do something right here?" 

Kevin Alexander lost something else as a result of his 
Good Samaritan act. On September 9, 1999, he would 
have recorded three solid years of perfect attendance. 
That's gone, since he's taking time off for counseling and 
to distance himself from the whole bittersweet experi- 
ence. He did ask that special thanks be offered to Agent 
Brice-Harris and Foreworker Pauline Wong, who offered 
the support he needed during after his heroic effort. b 
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RASH AND 


Cra tS Galore at A REASURES 


Pts Faire 


BART employees planning to showcase their 
art and craft talents at the annual Holiday 
Faire this December should reserve their 
space now to show homemade jewelry, 


Cabin for Rent in Twain Harte Area. 
Two blocks to private beach & horse area (paddle & 
row boats, slide off dock). Nearby lakes for boating, 


baked goods; clothing and other handicrafts fishing and river rafting. Historic parks & caves 
this Holiday Season. The faire will be nearby. Snow ski in winter. Fully equipped, sleeps 
held on Friday, December 10. 8. $150/ weekend, $50/ weekday, $300/week. 
To reserve space, contact Vicki Wills in Call Sue at ext. 6452 or 925/828-4636. 
Media & Public Affairs at ext. 7115 or Must see to appreciate. 
E-mail: vlwills@pacbell.net. 1977 Bayliner Skagett 25 ft. Boat, 400 Volvo motor. 


$3,500. 1957 Plymouth Belvedere, push button. 


Best offer accepted. 
Call Pat Terry at ext. 2710 or 510/430-1979 


Home for sale! 

Two plus bdrms., 1 bath, full attic, small shop & 
garage. View of bay and short walk to recreational 
pier & boat ramp. Located in Coos Bay, Oregon. 
$79,000. Call Steve at 510/549-1835. 


For Computer Help, Call 7208 


Computer users in need of assistance are 
reminded to call the Help Desk Hotline, which 
is on extension 7208. Help Desk activities are 
structured around the Help Call database sys- 
tem, which records vital information about each 
request, allowing Computer Support to allocate 
resources and track call progress. Stopping a 


Excellent condition!! 

Entertainment center, traditional style w/crown 
molding edges, inset doors. Tasteful, versatile solid 
oak, washed finish. H44", W34", D20" $350. 

Call Mary Beth at 510/236-8822. 


Computer Support Coordinator in the hallway 
will not get you the same serv- 

ice as calling the Help Desk 

Hotline. So, please remem- 

ber, requests for serv- | 

ice must come through ` 

the hotline at extension 


Okay, its time to quit putting it off! Time to clean 
out those drawers, closets, backyard sheds and 
garages! BARTalk's Trash and Treasures column 
offers you an opportunity to pick up some extra cash for 
those unwanted items you haven't used, seen or no 
longer need. Send your ads--please no telephone calls--to 
Trash & Treasures, BARTalk, LMA-1; e-mail to 
vwills; or fax to 510/464-7118. 


7208. b 


We Goofed BARTAIK ius 
In the last issue of BARTalk, we announced that ten 


BART employees had Br aduated from bce oped A publication for and about the Thomas E. Margro General Manager 
gram on elevator and escalator maintenance. We employees of the San Francisco Mike Healy aniei 
misspelled the name of one of the graduates. Our Bay Area Rapid Transit District A 


apologies to Brian J. Tuck, and congratulations 
again on completing the training program and your 
new job as an Elevator/Escalator Worker. bel 
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